
Introducing…The Dog Lady 

One of the beta readers for my latest book was Maureen Kidd, who is an extraordinarily 

talented dog trainer, canine advocate, and all-round smart person! 

Maureen is currently the Therapy Dog Program Coordinator for The Glen Retirement 

System in Shreveport, LA.  From training and handling all the dogs—I saw Labradors, a 

Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, and a Bloodhound on my visit, as well as a few “tempo-

rary” guests on their way to new homes after Maureen’s expert care—to coordinating 

schedules, training sessions, visits, and classes, the woman is busy! One of the most im-

portant services she provides is managing the “Paws With Purpose” program which 

connects dogs with people, rejuvenating spirits along the way. 

 

She’s a certified handler, instructor, and evaluator for the Pet Partners program. (Learn 

more about that at http://www.petpartners.org/.) In addition to working with dogs on 

the campuses of The Glen system, Maureen and her therapy dog program serve an 

amazing array of locales. According to The Glen's website these include: Shriners Hospi-

tal; Grace Home; the pediatric floor of LSU Health Sciences Center; Sutton Children's 

Medical Center; Holy Angels; Arthur Circle Elementary School's R.E.A.D. Program; 

Eighty-First Street Early Childhood Education Center; and Gingerbread House Bossi-

er/Shreveport Children's Advocacy Center. And as if all that didn't keep her busy from 

morning to night, she also mentors teens and adults interested in therapy dog work, 

search and rescue, and animal care careers. 
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I asked Maureen to serve as a beta reader for my novel Deadly Ties for several reasons. 

First, she’s a serious reader and understands complex issues of plots, character devel-

opment, and story construction.  Perhaps most importantly, she understands the world 

of dogs.  And because she’s my sister, I knew she’s a stickler for details, and wouldn't let 

me go forward with anything that wasn't up to her expectations. Between my research 

and her diligence, I was confident the dog-related details were as accurate as possible. 

I’m delighted to report that Maureen has signed on again as a beta reader for the next 

book in the series, which is due out in the summer of 2014.  She’s also generously agreed 

to answer questions about therapy dog programs as well as general good citizen practic-

es for dogs and their owners.  (Did I mention she also serves as an evaluator for the 

AKC's Canine Good Citizen test?) As soon as we both sit still long enough to finish that 

conversation, I'll post the interview at the Q&A tab here at http://dogmysteries.com/. 

If you’d like to know more about the programs described here, post a comment or send 

me a message and I’ll pass it along. And my sincere thanks to Maureen for giving me a 

guided tour of her world. 
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